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a right to speak for the Protestant Chris- 
tian forces of Japan. Writing in the 
Japan Christian Quarterly for January, 
1926, he says in part: “True, Christianity 
was once branded an heretical or foreign 
religion; but today it is one of the great 
spiritual forces in our society. It has 
beén publicly recognized as a religion 
ranking beside Buddhism and Shintoism. 
Nay, more, it now leads society. It is 


assimilated with social movements and 


helps to create a sound public opinion as 
leaven worketh in wheat flour... . 
Though the thought of-the nation has not 
yet become fully Christian in tone, yet it 
is gradually being influenced by Christian 
principles. Christian thought to an ever 
increasing degree is interwoven in almost 
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DAWN. 
Christ, 
Few and broken to-day 
Are the words in my soul, 
As thus, in the new white dawn Thou 
hast given, 
Adoring I kneel 
To pour my life—with all that I haye 
and am— 
Once more at Thy feet. 


Few words and broken, 
O Christ, 

Are here in the stillness : 
But what need of words ? 


Take me again, 

Break the chain, ever renewed, of my 
weakness and shame, é 

Lift me up from the mire: 


Take my will, 

My power of love and of work 

(Small, Thou knowest, it is) : 

Breathe through it Thine own iron 
will, 

And use me this day. 

O Christ, 

Work through me to-day : 

For I love Thee, a little at least: 

And Thou 

Art my All— 

Art Truth and Beauty and Love 

All summed-in one soul, that loveth 
my soul 

For ever. 

Kashmir in “ The Guardian” 
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THE FUTURE OF CHRIST- 
IAN MISSIONS 


From an address delivered by Mr. K. Na- 
tarajan before the Bombay Missionary Oon- 
ference on Monday, July 9th, 1923. 

Lam highly obliged to the Bombay 
Missionary Conference for the privi- 
lege accorded to me of adressing it 
On this occasion. With several Christ- 
ian missionaries, past and present, I 
have been and am in terms of friend- 
ship, and I beg of you to take what- 
aver I say today in the true spirit of 
friendships ee aa eee 

It is, of course, unnecessary for me 
to tell you that I am not a professing 
Christian, though I cannot sufficiently 
acknowledge my spiritual debt to the 
life and teaching of Jesus. To a 
Hindu, like myself, the great defect of 
Protestant Christianity is the absence 
of a metaphysical background to it, 
Hinduism has this in ample measure, 
but the picture does not stand in suffi- 
cient relief. Hinduism is the great 
blue sky in which the sun, moon, the 
stars, the comets and the clouds have 
each their proper place and time. 
Many good Hindus have painted the 
figure of Christ prominently upon this 
background, and they find that it suits 
it quite well. 

In the history of Christian Missions 
in India, there was never a time so 
fraught with such great issues as the 
present. The Huropean War and no 
less the European Peace have disored- 
ited the Christianity of the Churches. 
The Christian missionary has no 
chance of getting a hearing now, unless 
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he distinguishes between Christ and 
and Christianity and between Christian- 
ity and Western civilization. The 
material wealth, the political power and 
the dazzling civilization, which at one 
time undoubtedly helped Christian 
Missions in this country, have now 
become his great hindrance. Some 
missionaries to my knowledge used 
to descant on these things as the 
results of Christianity and point the 
moral to Indians that the adopting 
of Christianity would lead to polli- 
tical power and material wealth. 
This was obviously wrong. In any 


case, the wheel has turned and the © 


Christian missionary has rather to 
apologize for Western civilization, as 
the term is ordinarily understood. That 
is not his only difficulty, though it is 
a great difficulty. 


The Christian missionary is now 
confronted in India with a Hinduism 
which was hitherto passive to his pro- 
selytizing efforts, but is now gathering 


its forces to resist them! Hinduism, - 


with its multitudinous castes and sects,’ 
is ordinarily incapable of aggression. 
But there is a point at which its long, 
and brooding passivity and patience 
give place to more active qualities. 
The rise of the Sikhs and of the Mara- 
the power almost simultaneously, in 
reaction against the departure from 
the tolerant policy of Akbar and his 
successors, is the instance in political 
history of this capicity of Hinduism. 
There are numerous signs, each not 
very important in itself, but with the 
others forming a cumulative testimony 
of much significance, to show that 
Hinduism is approaching such a point. 
The religious and social reform move- 
ments for nearly a century have been 
slowly having their effect. The new na- 
tionalism, tending as it does to run first 
in the old communal grooves, is eagerly 
gleaning the old reform fields for all 
that they can yield. 

Nobody knows more than I do that 
the direct work of conversion repre- 
sents a very small fraction of the work 
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of Christian Missions, Your educa- 
tiona], medical and other philanthropic 
work, and, above all, the example of 
the devoted lives of men and women 
among you, often in isolated places 
have influenced a very much larger 
circle than that represented by the 
small Protestant Indian community. 
Personally, 1 think that this is the 
most abiding results of Christian 
Missions in India. 


In connection with the disputes that 
have arisen between Hindus and Mo- 
hammedans over the reconversion of 
the Malkana Rajputs, a Mohammedan 
leader suggested that all communities 
in India should come to an agreement 
to give up organized proselytism, as 
a step towards promoting intercom-’ 
munal unity. As a matter of fact, 
there is very little organized prosely- 
tism among Mohemmedans, and course, 
Hinduism is not a proselytising reli- 
gion in the ordinary sense of the term. 
Would the Christian Missions agree, 
I wonder, to-such a proposal ? If they 
do, I think that they will find their 
scope of influence at once increased a 
hundred fold in India. The idea 
of religious proselytism is repug- 
nant to the Indian mind. I doubt if 
even many Indian Christians are very ~ 
enthusiastic about it. If they were, 
they would have relieved the Huropean 
and American missionaries of this part 
of their work for which the latter are 
least fitted. Not only have they 
shown no inclination to do so, but 
they have not made their own churches 
self-supporting, in a large majority of 
Cages. 

In a remarkable article on ‘‘Self- 
support in the Mission Field,” in the 
April number of the Hast and the West, 
Mr. J. ©. Winslow observes: ‘ We 
have now been up against the problem 
(of self-support) for fifty years and 
more, without reaching a satisfactory 
solution. Some areas in which the 
conditions are favourable, have done 
more than others in the direction of 
self-support ; but, even in those places 


MAKHZAN I MASIHI 


where the contributions of the local 
churches make a good show on paper, 
it will generally be found that the 
greater part of these contributions con- 
sists of ‘cuttings’ from the sularies of 
Mission workers” He adds: ‘The com- 
munities with which we are dealing 
were entirely self-supporting as Hind- 
us; but we have made Christianity 
more expensive for them than Hindu- 
ism by telling them that they must 
support, not themselves, but a school 
and a master, a catechist or Padre, and 
perhaps a church also, all imposed 
upon them from without.” 


T have no intention of passing any 
criticism on the Indian Christian com- 
munity, and I refer to these observa- 
tions here only to show that the mem- 
bers of that community cannot he 
keen of additional conversions, when 
they are unable to make their churches 
self-supporting even at present. Among 
a number of Huropean missionaries 
also, which seems to be inoreasing 
rather than decreasing, a feeling ap- 
pears to be gaining ground that the 
method of evangelization is likely to 
be of more fruitful results than that 
of proselytization. In any case, owing 
to all the reasons stated above, the 
rate of conversions in the future is 
bound to be much slower than in the 
past. 


For these reasons, the time seems 
opportune for Christian Missions in 
India seriously.to consider whether 
a complete change in their methods 
and their outlook is not required 
immediately. The most important 
change needed is that proselytism as 
the object and purpose of Christian 
Missions should be formally given 
up, as it tacitly is in many cases. As 
I read Christ’s teachings, He did not 
advocate proselytism as the means of 
extending His Kingdom. The very 
name ‘“ Christian ” was not used till 
about half a century after his death. 
Many doors that are now closed to 
Missionaries would open wide to them, 
if it was known that their sole mission 
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is to go about doing good like their 
Master’s. A Hindu or at Moham- 
medan, imbued by the spirit of Christ’s 
teachings, can do infinitely more good, 
if he remains within his own commu- 
nity than if he cut himself off from it. 

The Indian Christian community, 
notwithstanding the higher average of 
education among its men and women 
than among men and women of any 
other community in India, has pro- 
duced few outstanding characters in™ 
any walk of life. Why is this? On 
the other hand, many of the most pro- 
minent Hindu leaders, like the late 
Sir Narayan Chandavarkar and Ma- 
hatma Gandhi, have openly acknow- 
ledged their obligations to Christian 
teaching. I asked Mr. C.R. Dass the 
other day whether his religious ideas 
were not greatly influenced by the 
Bible. He said they certainly were. 
1 have often said, and I repeat to-day, 
that India has no prejudice against the 
Huropean or American as such. In 
the great—1ask-of-nation-building, we 
want the help and assistance of all men 
of goodwill, and there can be no men 
and women more inspired by good will 
than those who regard Jesus Christ as 
their Master Marty of the problems 
which confront us to-day in India have 
been solved more or less successfully 
in Huropeand America. Hven failures 
are of use because tney prevent us 
from wasting our strength in vain 
efforts. The message which I leave 
with this conference is this: Do not 
seek artificially to create and keep up 
an Indian Christian community. Ra- 
ther, sow the seed of Christ’s teachings 
broadcast, more by your example than 
by your preaching and precepts. Thus 
you will serve your Master and India 
and through India, humanity, 


The Indian Witness. 





We invite all our Missionary friends 
and the leaders of the Indian Christ- 
ian Church to think carefully on what 
Mr. Natarajan has said in the above 
address, We may or may not be able 
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to agree with all his assertions, yet we 
admire and think him for his frank 
and friendly counsels. We need not 
make any comment on this address, 
and so we pass it on to our readers 
as it is. Only on one question we 
would like to suggest a thought. Mr. 
Natarajan says “To a Hindu, like 
myself, the great defect of Protestant 
Christianity is the absence of a meta- 
physical background toit.” Suppose 
we acknowledge this defect. As our 
non-Christian Hindu brethren inherit 
a great treasure of metaphysical speou- 
lations of our ancient Rishis, so we 
Hindu-Christians, being their children, 
also inherit the same treasure with 
them. It is our common heritage. 
Christianity has not come to annihilate 
aur national heritage and our national 
traditions. It has rather come to 
fulfil the age-long yearnings of our 
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PANCHWAN BAB. 
Paturiti RAén. 


Age mera qalam chaltaé nahin. 
Apni sarguzasht likhné mushkil kam 
hai. Sari baten likh nahin sakta, 
Agar likhtin, to un baton se kis ko 
faida hogé? Na mujh ko, na 4p ko. 
So ap mujhe majbir na karen, Main 
apni zindagi ka har ek parda khol 
khol kar dikha nahin sakta. Galati se 
ho, nadani se ho, nek-niyati se ho, ya 
badniyati se hi ho, jo baten ho chukin, 
so ho chukin. Mazi phir Istiqb4l na 
banega. 

Go main bis ya ikkis baras ka jawan 
ho gaya tha, taubbi 4p apni rahnuméi 
kar nahin sakté tha. Mere manjhle 
bhai hi mere hadi the. Wuh jaisd 


kahte the, main aksar waisé hi karta 


tha. Ab wuh dunyaé i féni se kuch 


kar gae. Mere bare bhai bhi mujhe. 
bahut piyaér karte the, par wuh mere 
Mere dil 
ka hal mere manjhle bhéi hi jante the. 
Wuh mere bhai the—guri the—dost 


hadi ban nahin sakte the. 


- the. 


diya. 
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race. Then, is it impossible for the 
Indian Church to find a metaphysial 
background to her faith? will the 
Protestant Christianity grant her this 
privilege. 





Never triffe with one sin. It is like 
a little cloud which, as a poet has said, 
may hold a hurricane in its grasp, 
The next sin you commit may have 
a mighty effect in the blighting of 
your life. You do not know the 
streams that may flow from that fount- 
ain ; for sin is a fountain—not a mere 
act, but a fountain of evil. 


Andrew A. Bonar. 





Christ is the realised idea of human- 
ity ; Heis God’s idea of man com- 


pleted.” 
F. W. Robertson. 





the. Agar in-se barhkar-koi aur lafz 
hota, to main kahta, ki wuh mere wuhi 
Main kya likhin ? Mujh se 
likha nahin jata. Jitna yad karta hun 
utné hi gam taza hota jata hai ! 

Bhai to guzar gae, idhar meri apni 
sihat bhi achchhi na thi. Maleria ke 
bukhar ne mujh ko bi’lkull léchér kar 
Mere bare bhai apne maqdtr 
bhar i!4j karate rahe, par kisi se kuchh 
na band. Tilli aur kaleja (liver) ba- 
hut barh gae. Ankhen aur tamam 
badan zard par gayé. Munh ka zaiga 
jata raha. Bari mushkil se kuchh kha 
sakta tha. Idhar héth aur panw par 
kuchh kuchh warm bhi 4 gaya. So 
mere bachne ki koi ummed baqi na rahi. 
Mere bare bhai bahut fikrmand hue. 
Man ek gam se abhi rokar chup na 
hui thi, dusré gam sémbne 4 para. 

Hamiare génw se panoh y4 chha mil 
dur ek Brahman khandén tha. Is 
khandan ke ek jawan ke sath mere 
manjhle bhai ki bari dosti thi. Is dosti 
ke sabab is khéndén ke sére log ham 
ko piyar karte the, aur ham bhi un ko 
piyar karte the ; yahan tak ki un ko 
ham bhéi bahinon ki tarah samajhte 
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Voted 


i m ingle, Chan Ch in Letter dat » 21,1926 
Passed by the Changsha Teachers’ Union, 


fo apply new “Revolutionary Hducation" in all schools. 

To have governmamt authorities fix the budgets for schools, 
To have equal ediveation for boys and girls. 

To eliminate Christian «eivastion. 

To eliminate the classics. 

To get rid of eduestional systems run for profit. 

fo get rid of all Imperialistic tesohings and apply the Russian, 
fo protect the profits of the Union. 

fo stabilize the party (Nationalist ) 

fo have teachers taxe part in political movement. 

To @xpel all anti revolvtionists. 

fo have mass meetings. 


\go have no divisions among teachers (a1) eqnal}. 


Regulations for the teachers of Mission School if they wish to join the city 


Pee Union, 
The members must obey a1] the rules of the City Union of Teachers. 


They are not allowed to attend Ohurch services nor te read their Bibles. 

they mst study "S people principles” -S3an Min Chii 

The teachers in eash Infiividveal school mst organize a union. 

The City Union of teaghers may have full authority to send delegates to attend 


a any meating whenever they are held. 


4, 


Some of the Students Demands. 

the amount of tuition in middle schools must be dewsenien. No ease are = te be 
made in the Primary schools. 

The strdents are to study 4 hours a day, The rest of the time is to be devoted 
to political activities, 

Tesshers of aivis, history, geography and of all pelitical sci@ce showld be | 
Kuo Hing Tang meabers, 

fhere shonld be no examinations. 

Teachers may be expelled by the consent of the Union. 
The first two of these are miier consideration by the schools in Changsha, 
The last three have been passed by Gheo Wen and the Yo Yuin boys school. 


Resolutions passed by the Changsha olty Girls School Union against their 
authorities. 

The sohool authorities are not allowed to interfere with the Student activity 
svoh as paraio, meeting and freedom of the press. 

Gertain school restrictions must be abolished as censoring of letters, rvles 
about leaving and entering the sohool and Sbont reaeiving guests. 

The enrollment of married girls cannot be limited. 

There shovld be freedom in autting the heir. 

The school ourricuinm should be lmproved. 

The amovmnt of school fees shovld be diminished. 

She dismissal of students shovld be by consent of the stulent body only. 

the government should provide more primary and middle schools for girls. 

Por the time belng, ali boys schools should te coeducational. 

The amount of school fees for boys and girls shovld be equal. 

™ vocational schools the money earned by the stwisnts shovld not be shared by 
the school. 





Thaw 


¢ 


64 
Christian Literature 
The Committee would lay great emph 
literature as a means of getting the Gospel message before all clas: of 
jis people. Bspecially in view of the anti-Christian propaganda which 
i> being carried on largely and most influentially through the printed 
vord we would recommend that most serious attention be given to the 
juestion of procuring literature suitable for the present need. While 
etg-and the ordinary kinds of literature seem to be adequately sup- 
il by the © neie? agencies there is great need for two special 
forms of literature. — 
Literature capa 
ally those wh 
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of China. ; 

(b) Literature of an apologetic and theological nature which is 
capable of conveying the deeper truths and implications of the Gospel 
to educated people, and of carrying the conyiction that Christianity is 
a reasonable religion, satisfying the intellect as well as the emotions, 
and not out of harmony with what is best and truest in our modern life. 

In order to help meet the need for the first type of literature, we would 
recommend that funds be provided for the support of a qualified man 
to work under the direction of the Council's Literature Committee, in 
cooperation with the College of Agriculture and Forestry of the Uni 
versity of Nanking in the production of literature suitable to mect rural 
needs, 

We would recognize the work which has been and is being done by 
the ©. L. S. and other agencies to mect the need for the second type 
of literature and in order to more adequately fulfil our part in the pro- 
duction of such literature, we would recommend that the place of the 
late Rey. H Wright on the C. L. taff be filled as soon possible, 
cither by a foreigner capable of meeting the need ov by a qualified 
Chinese writer, 

9. Theological Seminaries 

(a) The Committee agrees with the Evangelistic Committee that 
at present one theological seminary is sufficient for the needs of our 
three Missions. We would, therefore, recommend that while still main- 
taining our wjuity in the property, we withdraw from active cooperation 
in the Changsha Union Theological Seminary. We would retain our 
equity in the Seminary, in order that when at sometime in the future 
the Chinese Church in Hunan shall desire to maintain its own theologi- 
cal seminary we may be in a position to make our contribution to such 
a school, 

(b) The Committee would call attention of the Missions to the report 
of the special commission on Theological Seminaries printed in the 
Minutes of the 1 Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
A. This report emphasizes the need for more adequate training along 
the lines of Religious Education in our Theological Seminaries and 
Training Schools both for men and women. We feel that the same 
need exists in China and that more emphasis should be put by our Theo- 
logical Seminaries and Training Schools on the adquate preparation 
of their students to perform the teaching functions of Christian leader- 
ship. This should be done without any lessening of emphasis u 
training in the essential biblical and theological studies which furnish 
the material for all religious education, but it should consist of more 
adequate provision for giving to the students a wider knowledge of 
sound pedagogical principlesya deeper understanding of psychology, 
especially of that children and youth, and a more practical use of the 
methods of organizations such as Sunday Schools, clubs for boys and 
girls, ete., which will promote the deeper understanding and practical 
expression of Christian truth. 

10. Education of Missionaries’ Children 

The Committee heartily agrees with the report of. the Spectal Com- 
mittee on the education Missionaries’ children as recorded in the 
Minutes of the China Council, and recommends that, with the 
few minor changes suggested by the various Missions, the report be 
put into operation as soon as possible. 

11. Support of Foreign Wor in Local Y. M. C. Avs 

That on the general principle of the Mission supporting a worke 
in the local Y. M. C. A. we think that the time has come when this policy 
should be discontinued and that the particular problem of Mr. Roy 
Roberts’ future work and his relation with the Changsha Y. M. C. A. 
be referred to the Hunan Mission and China Council for consideration. 
12. Rural Program 

We believe that rural evangelism should be more strongly empha- 
sized and as an aid to this we make the following recommendations: 

(a) That the term “Rural Service” be used to designate agricultural 
and other work for the enrichment of rural life, and that the number 
of rural service missionaries be increased. 

(b) That such rural service be recognized as a regular part of the 
Christian evangelization program on a par with educational and medical 
work 

(c) That all rural workers, preach and teachers be given the 
opportunity to secure specialized training in rural service. 

(d) That all seminaries be asked to put in vocational courses for 
Prospective rural pastors, and that summer conferences and schools be 
devolved to deal with the particular problems of rural pastors. 

(ec) Th areful study be made of the China field to indicate how 
personnel, institutions, funds, equipment, and available land can be 
used or realized to provide training that will help prospective Christian 
workers to a knowledge of the methods of improving country life, and 
also to an appreciation of the religious significance of rural productive 
f nd processes, as an aid to the knowledge of God and to the 
interpretation and application of the life and spirit of Jesus Christ. 
13. Indemnities 

In regard to the question of indemnities for the loss of missionary 
lives or mission property, it is our opinion that in general it is injurious 
to the mission cause to receive indemnities. 

It would scem to us the better course for the church in the homeland 
to assume financial responsibility for the replacement of property losses 
or the care of dependent families. 


©. CANTON CONFERENCE FINDINGS—NOV. 5-12, 1926 

1. In the joint session at Canton with the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Kwang Tung Divisional Council of the Church 
of Christ in China three most instructive statements were 
made by the Chinese, the first by Mr. Y. S. Lei, Vice-Chairman 
of the Committee, on the Political Situation in Canton, by the 
Rey. Kwang lao tsuen, Chairman, and pastor of the former 
Second Presbyterian Church in Canton, and by Mr. Taam, 
General Secretary of the Council and also teacher in the Union 
Theological Seminary. These statements are so informing 
both of the conditions which the Council is facing and of its 
spirit that I include an abbreviated stenographic report of 
them made by Miss Moffatt of Nanking who was present, and 
I venture to include also her report of my reply. 
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Mr. Y. S. Lei, Vice-Chairman of the Committee of the Church of 
Christ. “In speaking about the present situation in Canton. I will 
try to summarize the present conditions in the South. There are seyeral 
forces operating at present. One is the force of the old Chinese scholars, 
one is the force of the Japanese returned students, and another is the@ 
force of the Western returned students. These are not very important 
forces, The most important forces are the Communistie Group and the 
Nationalistic Group. 

“{1) The Communistie Group. This isa great force among the lower 
classes chiefly on account of the question of bread and butter. There 
are in China more workers than there is work. The working class 
and the poor farmers both in the South and in the North, are always 
asking for more food and more freedom and more money. These masses 
of people were bound to rise sooner or later, Among these people the 
Communists haye the largest voice and power. They are practically 
dominant with these people. Their slogan is: ‘Down with Capitalism 
and Imperialism.’ Their ultimate aim is to wipe out Capitalism, even 
more than Imperialism, But they first must fight against Imperialism 
in order to accomplish the extermination of Capitalism. What they say 
is true that China is dominated by foreign capital. China exports 
raw materials and imports finished products. Partly on account of her 
internal wars and her international troubles, the economic problems of 
the masses are dominated by the foreign powers. This gives the Com- 
munists a great opportunity to stir up the people in China. They are 
all the time trying to lead us to a Communistic world. They speak much 
of brotherhood, of a world brotherhood of workmen. But they have 
introduced the idea of class wars. At present they are helping the 
Kwomintang (Nationalist Party) chiefly to start the people’s revolution, 
After this revolution is started, then China can have an industrial revo- 
lution. The Communists are trying to lead the people to a communistic 
system, 

“The Communists hold that religion does not have any place in this 




































ientific world. They hold that Christianity is connected with Capital- 
ism and Imperialism. It looks as though the Church has nothing in 
common with Communism, But this is one of the most important forces 
working in Canton. However, it is not the dominating force. Many 
foreigners think of Canton as ‘red’ but it is not ‘red! except among the 
labor unions. 

“WI. Nationalistic Group. This group is very popular_amiong the 
student class in Canton. With the background of China’s relationships 
with foreign countries we need not be surprised at the outeries of this 
particular group with such a narrow and nationalistic viewpoint, After 
the unhappy events of last year, this group-Has been very popular among 
the younger people, especially among students. It is opposed to imperial- 
istic powers, like the CommunistsyTt is strongly anti-foreign and also 
anti-Russian. About three weeks ago we saw a campaign gainst nation- 
alism originated by the Communist group in the Kuomintang. The 
ultimate end of the Nationalistic Group is not so much freedom from 
Capitalism as from Imperiali It thinks of Christianity as a foreign 
religion and of mission schools as foreign institutions. Anything that 
is foreign is not good for Chi 

“Wo doubt the Russians are responsible for preaching the gospel of 
Communism and organizing the labor movement in Canton. The 
Kuomintang has given them a free hand in the labor movement. The 
Kuomintang is now connected with the Labor Party and the Russian 
yroup. During the time of the Russian revolution England tried to. 
help the white Russians. The Reds now want to get revenge on England. 
They are also against America. They are struggling to get the weaker 
nations to unite against the strong nations. The bread and butter argu- 
ment is the strong argument used with the labor group. The Kuomintang: 
and the Southern Government are very closely connected with the Rus- 
sian Government. Dr. Sun a few years ago sought the help of England 
and probably also of America, but failed to get help. Then he turned to 
Russia as a last resort. As a result we have the strong Russian influence 
in the Nationalist y today. 

“There are certain distinctions which we must make. The Kuomintang 
is cooperating with the Gommunist Party but it is not dominated by 
the Communist Party. It may break off at any minute. The Commu= 
nists are not dominating Canton. Also the Nationalist Group is not domi- 
nated by the ‘Reds.’ What the Nationalist group has done is done purely 
riotic motives. 

“In view of these two great forces in the present situation, what is 
the way out for the church? We must ally ourselyes with one or the 
other of these forces in order to oppose them both. We have nothing in 
common with the Communist party, but we can ally ourselves with the 
Nationalist Group, even though there are many things in which we do 
not agree with them. We must try to see what they are fighting for 
and to understand their viewpoint. Many of their principles can be 
adopted by us.” 

Rev. Kwong lao tsuen, Chairman of the Kwangtung Divisional 
Council of the Chureh of Christ in China. “First of all I would say 
that the pastor of this church is exceedingly happy to sce so many 
people here who have dedicated their lives to Christian service,—people 
from all parts of the‘country. It is an honor that you have come tu 
meet with us here. I happen this year to be the Chairman of the 
Executive Council of the Kwangtung Divisional Council of the Church 
of Christ in China, and in that capacity I would like to extend a wel- 
come and to thank the Presbyterian Board and Mission for coming here 














































































_to talk over matters that concern’the Church, and the Christian move- 


ment. 

“There is no time to go into details of the organization of the Church 
ef Christ in China, and all its relatiomships, but I have been asked to 
say a few words with regard to the condition of the Church, especially 
that part of the Church which is a part of the Presbyterian movement. 
The Church of Christ in China is a name which indicates that it is our 
church. The idea is that the Chinese Christians will carry the burden 
of this church. We thank God for this and it is a fact that the Chinese 
Christians mu rily carry this burden. The fact that the 
Chinese Christians take over the responsibility of the Church indicates 
that the work of the mission has been a successful undertaking. The 
psychology—the heart—of (f€}Chinese at present is such that they wish 
to y responsibility for the work of the Church. We see a com- 
‘on in the churches that are built by mission funds and the churches 
that are built by Chinese funds. This church was entirely built by 
Chinese funds, and cost $60,000 at the time it was built. It has greatly 
increased in value since then. We have another new church at Kai 
which was built by the Chinese for $70,000. Another is planning to 
build for $100,000. I have the privilege of having superintended the 
work of the independent Presbyterian Society, and they, too, have built 
churches and hold property that is worth now over $200,000. I mention 
these things as an indication of how the Chinese will put forth effort and 
strength when the work is their own? We have seen no such effort 
and strength where the missions hold the property and conduct the 
churches. We see in the case of the independent churches not only with 
reference to erecting the buildings, but they have also gradually learned 
to conduct the affairs of the church in the direct work of preaching ana 
have organized schools and are carrying on this work in connection with 
the church work. We feel that if we wish to establish the Church of 
Christ on a firm foundation in our country, we as Chinese Chris 
must bear the responsibility for the carrying on of the work. During 
the time of the Buropean we had a situation of some of the preach- 
ers of one of the missions coming into our churches, but we found that 
they had not the idea of the self-establishment of the church. The 
reason for that probably was this: that some of the missionaries loved 
the brethre ntoo much. In one case a church of 200 members gave for 
congregational expenses a sum total of $40.00. The m y did too 
much for them, and the Christians and the preacher received no experi- 
ence in carrying on the work or in being independent. 

“When I was a preacher with Dr. Fulton, it was very often very diffi- 
cult to find an opportunity to go alone, but when I went with Dr. Fulton 
many people would come to hear us and I always had splendid oppor- 
tunities. I think that a good many of the other preachers probably 
had the same experience. Now it is different. The times have changed 
now, and this is not the time for the Chinese preacher to go along wit): 
a foreigner and do the preaching while the foreigner stands by and 
listens to see whether the Chinese preacher preaches correctly or not. 
The Chinese people want to listen to their own people preaching the 
gospel. I am saying this not with the idea that we do not wish the 
foreign missionary to remain here, although it may not be as it formerly 
Was that the foreign missionary could go out into the villages. We 
still need him in planning the work. Formerly we used a good many 
plans and methods that we cannot use today. About seven years ago 
here in Canton a big tabernacle was put up and mass meetings held 
for ten days or two weeks. About 3,000 people signified their desire to 
become Christians. Today that sort of plan probably is not feasible. 
We haye to confer with one another and find out what is the best way 
at present for the development of the church work. We believe that 
God has in store for China a Church of Christ, an indigenous church. 
There are still a great many things that we have to learn. We need 
to talk over just what the best method is for gaining the Chinese 
Church. You are all earnest Christians engaged in the work of the 
Church. We thank the Presbyterian Mission for what they have done. 
You are all learned men and women and certainly you have some sugges - 
tions to give us for the carrying on of our work, You are representa- 
tives of the Presbyterian Board and of the various missions, who are 
earnest Christian labor We hope that the results of this conference 
will be something that will tend toward the establishment of the Church 
work and the progress of the Kingdom. We do not wish to talk any 
more but would rather listen to your teaching.” 

Mr. Taam yuk sam, teacher in the Union Theological College, and 
General Secretary of the Kwangtung Divisional Council of the Church 
of Christ in China. “Mr. Y. S. Lei has already given you an idea of 
the social and political conditions under which we are living. I wish 
to talk of the church conditions. Speaking from the point of view of 
the Church there are three points that I wish to call your attention to. 
First, the Church Consciousness. With reference to this Church Con- 
sciousness I may point out that Christianity came to China many, many 
years ago, but it did not take hold. The Church consciousness at that 
time was not developed. There is today all over China a Church con- 
sciousness among Christians. In south China it is more developed than 
in the other parts. Following on this Church consciousness there is a 
desire to have a Church organization of their own, 

“Second, the consciousness of the organization of the Church. Origin- 
ally the Chinese Christians were not particularly interested in church 
organization, but today there is this consciousness that makes us feei 
that we must have an organization that will be in accord with the 
Chinese mind. 

“Third, the indigenous Church consciousness, This is the idea that 
the Church should be in accord with the thought life of China. We 
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SERMON 


“Multitudes, multitudes in the Valley 
of Verdict.’’ Joel 3:14. 





“But we must warn the West to 
be prepared for the worst if, indi- 
vidually or as nations, their conduct 
forces the Chinese to change their 
peaceful ways and to arm themselves 
in self-defense against unrighteous 
aggressions.” 

So wrote one observer three or 
four years ago. So has the voice of 
fate been muttering now for more 
than fifty years, and few there are 
who have been found to listen. So 
writes the finger of fate today with 
startling emphasis and warning 
across the Eastern sky, and the 
West is staring at those portents 
with varying degrees of understand- 
ing and intelligence. 

In the meantime tremors of what 
is happening in China run up and 
down the entire East. Western rela- 
tions with China are, for good or 
ill, shaping and confirming the psy- 
chology of all the East. The day of 
the East has not yet come; it is 
only dawning. But whether it is to 
come as spring or as winter to the 
earth is being determined in these 
fateful years. “Multitudes, muliti- 
tudes,” far beyond the four hundred 
millions of Chinese, are in this val- 
ley of the twentieth century, mov- 
ing toward some portentous verdict. 

Many men have the eyes of poli- 
ticians; few possess those of states- 


men. In part the difference may be 
defined thus: The politician is quick 
to see the temporary and incidental 
and takes measures to meet it; the 
statesman perceives the permanent 
and essential. While one fastens his 
attention upon the spume on the 
wave the other is aware of the sub- 
merged currents and feels them to 
be more important. The politician- 
eyes of the crowd are focussed to- 
day upon the clash in this part of 
China and the shouting there; they 
observe that North is arraigned 
against South; that Hankow is 
sacked, Shanghai threatened. This 
leader and that, that party and this, 
absorb attention. In large head- 
lines the newspapers play up these 
purely incidental things and the 
crowd eagerly concerns itself with 
them. Are there no statesmen to 
See that all this is but the spume 
of the wave? Are there none to 
detect the fateful verdict prepar- 
ing? The verdict we wait for it not 
Whether the East shall grow in 
power and resource, in education, 
science, wealth. There is no doubt 
of that. The question is whether, 
when it is roused and strong, the 
East will be an enemy of the white 
man or his friend! Before this cen- 
tury is out our children will be reap- 
ing, in tears or with joy, the harvest 
we today are sowing in the mind 
of the East, 
* * * 


Dr. Barnett, famed for his work 
in East London, in his closing years, 
thought not of the places where his 
work had lain but far afield, and 
wrote: 

“The future history of the world 
depends more than anything else 
upon this: How Christianity is pre- 
sented to China.” Precisely, but if 
it is Christianity alone that is able 
to make China, or any other nation, 
safe for the world, there are mo- 
ments when one hangs down his 
hands in despair! India hates 
Christianity; she reyeres Christ. To 
India Christianity spells imperial- 


ism, exploitation, greed, unscrupu- 
lousness, strife, hypocrisy. God! 
what have we been doing for India! 
And China? There are the mis- 
Sionaries. They have been seeking 
to give Christianity to China. They 
have imported 134 Protestant de- 
nominational groups—and in addi- 
tion there are the Greek Orthodox 
and Roman Catholic Churches! How 
Christianity is presented to China! 
It is no use blaming the mission- 
aries, they are the product of what 
Wwe have been doing here. Again, 
they are not to blame for having 
taken to the East a Christ all 
Wrapped and enswathed in Western 
religious philosophy. Jesus, with the 
most persuading message about 
God in history, with a message about 
the value of man that is simply re- 
deeming, with a message on human 
relationships and behavior that is 
as profoundly, soundly right as the 
world’s foundations—that Jesus is 
the most fascinating, winsome figure 
ever known. He is loved, because 
he is lovable—but who is this, 
dimmed by metaphysics, divisive, un- 
believable, that we have made to rep- 
tesent our Lord in Eastern parts? 
What cares the East for our Greek, 
or Latin, or Medieval, or American 
philosophising about Jesus? it is 
not all wrong, we hope, but we have 
not hesitated to make it appear of 
the final essence of the Christian 
religion. Christianity is presented to 
China! Once more. The missionaries 
have gone yonder with an air of 
patronage that has well expressed 
itself in our arrogant missionary 
hymn about every prospect pleasing 
and only man being vile, the heathen 
in his blindness bowing down to 
wood and stone. There has been 
enough spirit in the Easterner for 
him soundly to resent our assump- 
tions of superiority, our blindness to 
his culture and his mental strength. 
None, I presume, are more ready 
fo acknowledge the unfortunate 
truth of these things than the mis- 
Sionaries themselves today. None 


are making more valiant endeavors 
to recover some of the damage 
wrought by the past. Not all has 
been damage—it would be wantonly 
unfair to imply such a thing. But 
today the attempts to correct the 
Scandal of denominationalism is sin- 
cere; the unwinding of Jesus from 
Western modes of thought is ad- 
vancing; the spirit of patronage is 
rapidly dying, if not dead, the Chi- 
nese more and more taking over the 
administration of their own church 
affairs. The application of the 
meanings of Jesus to industry, the 
encouragement to education and to 
science, the bringing of new health 
to the people, these and a host of 
other practical applications of Chris- 
tianity to Chinese affairs argue the 
new statesmanship that has come 
to Christian missions. Nevertheless, 
in that vast country of four hundred 
millions, less than one per cent are 
Christians. The influence of Chris- 
tianity always has been larger than 
the number of confessed believers, 
and this is certainly true in China. 
The leaven of Christ goes far afield. 
After we have said all, however, we 
cannot congratulate ourselves that 
the thinking of China is as yet 
very measurably touched by Chris- 
tianity. GO m6 

Then there are the nations. The 
nations of the West have been in- 
troducing Christianity into China, 
not designedly but because the East 
has taken its conception of West- 
ern religion from the practices of 
the Western peoples. The American 
achievement of the “open door” in 
China commended us well; famine 
and flood relief pouring from the 
West also has commended us and 
our religion; today we are, as I see 
it, behaving fairly to China in our 
Western readiness to recast our 
treaties and relations with her. The 
Christianity we have taught China 
by such behavior has not been to 
our religion’s discredit. 

Alas, one has another and over- 
Shadowing story to tell. First, there 


is Western commercialism. China 
does not forget the Opium War of 
1838-42. And it has been but a type 
of the consistent policy of grab 
Whereby the Western nations have 
got for themselves commercial ad- 
vantages entirely indifferent to Chi- 
nese interests. So—Christianity has 
been presented to China! 

Second, there is Western hypoc- 
risy. The democratic movement that 
led to the establishment of the Chi- 
nese Republic in 1912 would have 
had, one might think, the eager 
support of every democratic people. 
We have talked very tall about de- 
mocracy —and very hpyocritically 
one would judge, from our indiffer- 
ance to the Chinese struggle to lift 
herself toward our standards. 


In the East we of the West have 
filled our mouths with pious senti- 
ments of peace, we have strutted 
with assumptions of special brother- 
ly decency and humanity, proceeding 
them to exploit every people we 
have touched. At length Japan 
learned our ways, armed herself, and 
provided for the East the spectacle 
of our tumbling over one another to 
show her deference. The East is 
not blind or deaf or mad. The Hast 
ean see that there is but one lan- 
Suage which the West respects. 
With all our fine talk of brotherhood 
and peace and fairness and what 
not, we have shown beyond all dis- 
puting that we neither believe in nor 
understand the language we have 
used; that there is only one lan- 
guage we do understand and defer 
to, and that is the bitter tongue 
that leaps from the muzzle of guns, 
the meanings that glitter from the 
points of bayonets, the arguments 
that thunder from the tramp of 
armed hosts. The East has learned 
that the way to win respect from 
the West is not to be virtuous but 
to be strong. Christianity is pre- 
sented to China! 

And third, there is what I think 
I shall call the Great Western Blah. 
We have made the whole world sick 


to the neck as we have gone about 
the earth puking affirmations about 
“Nordic superiority.” Anyhow, the 
long hypnotism suffered by the East 
from our perpetual suggestion is 
broken and gone. The Great War 
finished it! 

Our master stroke has been 
achieved, no doubt, in our giving of 
ourselves to the East by the medium 
of the movies. The universal lan- 
guage of pictures has been telling 
to the Orient what we are. We 
place before its incredulous eyes the 
Shocking spectacle of our rending 
of ourselves in the Great War; we 
spread before it the story of our 
crime, our obscenity; to a people 
with different views about women 
from ours we give our screen bed- 
room scenes; we exhibit our ideas 
of humor by offering the inanities 
of Charlie Chaplin; we glorify our 
violence in wild west shooting af- 
frays until Chinese boys, infected, 
arm themselves and proceed to imi- 
tate us and, as in some parts, the 
Chinese censor gets busy and pre- 
vents Chinese youngsters from the 
contaminations of Western life. 
Christianity is presented to China! 

* * * 


Yet with all this it remains for- 
ever true that Jesus is a necessity 
to any people. Throughout the fer- 
menting Orient the verdict is pre- 
paring and tomorrow it will be found 
whether Jesus and his views of God 
and man, his attitudes to life, have 
succeeded in affecting the East. 

Today many are incapable, appar- 
ently, of seeing that the world is 
different. These probably will still 
pin their faith to the old and anti- 
quated manner of dealing with the 
East. Force is the only resort of 
some people. The present situation 
in China illustrates how the police~ 
like use of force may possibly be 
right. Mob violence requires han- 
dling and restraint. But if beyond 
this we imagine we can fight the 
East and keep it where we wish, I 
tell you that before very many dec- 


ades the East will have thoroughly 
closed and nailed our coffins for us! 
You cannot fight and conquer a 
thousand millions of people! You 
cannot prevent them learning your 
methods of war by every temporary 
defeat they suffer. You cannot pre- 
vent them being welded together by 
a common sense of injury. They 
have the men, they can have tho 
ships, and the money, they have the 
resources—China alone has coal 
enough to run the world for cen- 
turies—what can you do except set 
the East rolling like an avalanche 
upon you if you are incapable to- 
day of appreciating that the world is 
different and the old methods are 
become impossible. They were never 
right. Today, neither are they ef- 
fective. If we retire from unjust 
positions before we must and be- 
cause we choose to (one could wish 
that our present disposition to re- 
tire was not open to the suspicion 
of constraint!) we may leave a 
friendly feeling where otherwise 
there must stay a bitter. 
* * * 


“The future history of the world 
depends more than anything else 
upon this: How Christianity is pre- 
sented to China!” The Church of 
Jesus Christ is not the state. The 
Hast does not appreciate that. If 
we do not make it clear we need 
not blame the East. The Church 
should make itself the critic of the 
state wherever the country’s diplo- 
macy or behavior is contrary to 
Christian spirit or principle. The 
Christian religion should be seen 
afar off as a thing dissociated and 
Separate from paganism wherever it 
exists. If the manner of passing 
the Alien Immigration Bill was felt 
to smack too much of the antiquated 
“shirt sleeve diplomacy”, savored of 
tactlessness, was calculated to wound 
the susceptibilities of any peoples, 
the answer of the Church of this 
country should have been as imme- 
diate as a crash of thunder, Rever- 
berations of that thunder would have 


been heard throughout the East and 
the dullest mind would have known 
that there are distinctions between 
Christianity and some of the prac- 
tices of a state. 

Some one will have to die for the 
people. There is no question what- 
ever that the Church, if it dares to 
enlarge its prophetic function, will 
receive the stoning that the proph- 
ets have suffered from the begin- 
ning. When the visitor, shown 
through the glorious cathedral by 
the priest, was told, “See, no longer 
has the Church of God to say, ‘Silver 
and gold have I none.’” the visitor 
replied: “And no longer has she the 
power to say: ‘Take up thy bed and 
walk.’” Missionaries afield require 
all the help we can give them and 
all the sympathetic understanding, 
too. But I believe we have set them 
a futile task until we have at home 
aroused ourselves with some serious- 
ness to the business of making 
Christ effective here. Christianity 
will go to the East far more from 
our Western literature, commerce, 
and diplomacy than through the 
labors of missionaries, and if that 
Christianity which goes is repellent 
and detestable, the scandal of it 
cannot be shirked by the Church of 
God at home. 

When men asked who should sit 
upon thrones in the Kingdom of 
God, Jesus replied by asking whether 
they were ready to drink his cup and 
share his baptism. Thrones of power 
in the kingdom come only to those 
who can follow the Master’s dream, 
love as he loved, serve as he served, 
speak the truth as he spoke it, 
though it mean the drinking of his 
bitter cup and the sharing of his 
baptism of blood. Some one will 
have to die for the people! But by 
such means the Church will mount 
to the awful moral authority that 
lies in being terribly right. 

“The future history of the world 
depends more than anything else 
upon this: How Christianity is pre- 
sented to China!” 
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churches of their own and entirely independent of missionary 
enterprises. Their earnestness in devotion and propagation 
is very marked. . . . The fact that Christianity in Chosen 
numbers about 350,000 believers as a result of the forty years 
that have elapsed since propagation was recognized is really 
remarkable, considering the experiences in Japan proper and 
China, and may, perhaps, be partly attributed to the feeble 
influence possessed by the beliefs previously existing in 
Chosen, but is chiefly to be attributed to the self-sacrificing 
labour of the missionaries and workers of all the Christian 
sects in the peninsula. . . . It goes without saying that Chris- 
tian propagation has done much for the enlightenment of the 
peninsula, and its attached works, such as educational and 
medical undertakings, have contributed greatly to its cultural 
development.” “It can be said without any appearance of 
flattery,” Dr. Rentaro Mizuno, Administrative Superintendent 
of the Government-General, told the Tenth Annual Conference 
of the Federal Council of the Missions in Korea, “that Chosen 
owes much of her advancement in civilization to your labours. 
Now, ladies and gentlemen, are not you and we co-workers in 
Chosen and both aiming at the same object though from dif- 
ferent standpoints? Nothing is so essential as religious in- 
fluence for the betterment of social conditions and your work 
is of great help to the Government and directly or indirectly 
promotes the happiness and prosperity of the whole people. 
So we hold Christianity in high regard and give to it every 
possible facility for its propagation.” These are sincere testi- 
monies from without. Those who know-the situation within 
could offer a larger tribute but would also speak with deeper 
concern. 

III. One occasion for concern is the continued amazing 
leakage from the Church. 1 called attention to this ina report 
on Korea after a visit in 1915. The conditions are equally 
grave today. Dr. Clark has been good enough to prepare a 
table of figures showing the gains of the last ten years. This 
statement shows much that is encouraging. In these ten years 
the foreign missionaries of our Mission have advanced from 
132 to 162, the Korean ordained pastors from 473 to 730; 
organized Churches from 270 to 537, and other groups from 
920 to 1,088, and of these churches and groups 1,305 are self- 
supporting; average attendance has increased from 51,949 
to 112,309. There were in 1925, 129,838 Sunday school 
scholars. Church contributions for congregational, property, 
educational and benevolent purposes, excluding medical con- 
tributions, have increased from Gold $82,022 to Gold $457,150. 
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This is certainly a remarkable showing and these are the 
figures not for the whole Church but for that part of it asso- 
ciated with our Mission, But the real ground for anxiety is 
disclosed when we study the growth in communicant member- 
ship. In our own Mission’s section of the Church the mem- 
bership in 1915 was 47,090. In 1925 it was 62,550, or a net 
gain of 15,460. Yet in the period 1916 to 1925 there were 
added to the Church 59,962 members. In other words, while 
effecting a net gain of 15,460 there was a gross loss of 45,502. 
Allowing for deaths and discipline and immigration there is, 
nevertheless, an appalling loss here to be accounted for. A 
further study of Dr. Clark’s table draws further queries. In 
1919, 5,605 new members were added and yet there was a net 
loss of 2,358. In 1918, 5,067 were added, with a net gain of 
only 476. In 1924, 5,574 were added with a net gain of 4,458, 
and yet in 1925 with 5,521 additions there was a net loss of 
1,926. No doubt it is hard to secure reliable figures, but 
enough is known to show that in Korea even as in Japan there 
is a dreadful loss that should be salvaged. I showed these 
figures to Dr. Moffett, and he has promised to make a study 
of the question. 


IV. It has long been foreseen that new apologetic necessi- 
ties were coming upon the Church in Korea. They are coming 
now in an increasing flood, both by way of Japan and China, 
and directly from the West and from Russia. The text books 
for all schools, public and private, are standardized and their 
world view is sometimes anti-Christian. There is wide-spread 
communistic and Bolshevist agitation, especially among the 
increasing debtor class. There are young men’s socialist and 
atheist societies sometimes led by youth who have dropped out 
of the churches. The viewpoints and attitudes which Chris- 
tianity has to meet in the West she has now to begin to meet 
in Chosen. The Korean Mission at its Annual Meeting last 
July issued a declaration beginning with these words: 
“Whereas there is a spirit of unrest throughout the Church 
of Korea, due in part to the Bolshevistic and Communistic 
ideas that are current in the newspapers and magazines and 
im part to the general situation as to theological thought 
throughout the world, your Committee feels that we owe it 
to our Korean associates in our churches to make a clear testi- 
mony of what our own position in these matters is.”’ Then 
follows an earnest setting forth of the evangelical position of 
the Mission. The present unrest in Chosen, however, calls in 
question the underlying basis of our evangelical faith and we 
shall. have to meet in Korea, as the Church has met in Japan 
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and is meeting in China, the whole critical assault upon the 
foundations of religion and of a spiritual view of the world. 

The nationalist frame of mind both in its good forms and 
in evil is coming in. A nationalist sensitiveness has appeared 
dn some of the Church councils, though not in all, but any 
unwisdom on the part of missionaries might easily provoke it. 
An interesting expression of new modes of thinking appeared 
not long ago in an article on ‘‘New Christianity” by one of the 
Korean Professors in the Union Christian College in Pyeng- 
yang, in which he said: 


“I hope missionaries will send many useful Korean young: people to 
foreign countries to study Christianity there that they may perfectly 
digest the.thought and make it their own. Then let them come back 
and do their own work. I think it is necessary that they should gradu- 
ally turn the work over to the Koreans as soon as they find Koreans 
who are able to undertake the work.” Then he turns his admonition 
toward Koreans. “We Koreans,” he says, “should not solely depend on 
foreigners, but whatever it may be, whether the propagation of religious 
doctrine, the establishment of educational work or whatsoever the move- 
ment may be, let it be tried by Koreans with their best effort; their full 
strength and ability...... The recent China trouble is in the main the 
result of the awakening of the Oriental mind. If the western thought 
and the western system are not easternized by the people of the Hast, 
the inevitable result will follow that there will be a terrible conflict and 
clash between the two. It may temporarily be painted and bandaged 
but it never can be delayed for long...... I call your attention to the 
fact that if Christianity be not Koreanized in Korea it cannot Christian- 
ize the Korean people. We must make a new Christianity out of the 
Oldies. anes Let the Koreans possess their own Christian religion. Let 
them construct a Christian religion of their own. Christianity is the 
same and the Bible is the same book, but it is our own business to make 
it our own, as a new and fresh religion.” 


We may lament that the old simplicity and childlikeness of 
mind is going in Korea but there is no help for it. The gates 
are open and the thoughts that are common to mankind are 
pouring in. And we will see good in it. The Korean Church 
must open its mind to take in all that is true and it must grow 
strong in distinguishing for itself between what is true anid 
what is false and in battling for the truth against error. Woe 
to any missionaries who mislead the Church at a time like 
this or imperil truth by unwittingly, however honestly, bind- 
ing it to error. 

“Our old men are unprepared for all this new situation,” 
said one of the oldest and best evangelistic missionaries. “They 
have not had even a high school training. They are noble 
‘men and they have had a personal experience and no man 
can gainsay their witness, and our Bible Schools have given 
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t is difficult to journey ten miles in our field without coming to 4 
Village in which Christians’ live. It would be well nigh impessible to 
find a village some of whose inhabitants had not heard the gospel 
Ds Corbett has visited almost every village in the region, Mr. Wells 
ed large numbers of them, and the present staff done the same? 
While the work is by no means completed, the gospel has been planted in 
all parts of the field so that with enthusiasm and zeal the present Church 
can complete the task. 

“he-Chefco Station would submit to the Conference for prayer and 
discussion the question whether in the providence of God the time has 
not come for the missionaries of the Presbyterian Board to move on 
from the older missions into new, less occupied terri 
that new missions be established by the Board in other parts of Chinn 
and as large a proportion us possible of the men and money now employed 
in the older missions be gradually transferred to these new missions,” 
























The Tsinan Conference came to the conclusion that Shan- 
tung is far from evangelized and no action was taken looking 
to withdrawal from any part of it. Nevertheless the inquiry 
from Chefoo was altogether right. We ought to reexamine a 
great deal of our present work and before long we ought 
certainly either to reorganize some of it or transfer it, or 
transfer its support. 

Some tables of comparative expenditures in these far east- 
ern fields and each of them need new, careful study. 
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We need to note also the additional amount raised on the 
field itself. 









Church and Bx Medical 
Japan -Gold $. Gold 
Chosen . .Gold sold 
China Gold 81, Gold 





Some of these figures are no doubt open to ¢ m and L 
hope the Missions will examine them and propose any corvec- 
tions, and consider how far the differences and inequalities 
in the fields are due to conditions and how far to methods. 

4. The Findings on Literature and the Mission Press speak 
It is wise to have the emphasis laid on litera- 
ture which it is receiving on the field and at home. Such 
pressure will help, but while organization and resolutions and 
appropriations will aid, what we are waiting for is the pro- 
ducevs, who must just appear, but who cannot themselves be 
produced. 

At present it is said some 20,000,000 Christian books and 
tracts are issued annually plus some 11,000,000 portions of 
the Bible. And there is need of still more. The Communist 
and anti-Christian propaganda has flooded China with effective 
documents. We urged upon the officers of the National Chris- 
tian Council the desirability of an equally effective and exten- 
sive distribution of wise and presuasive Christian literature. 
All agencies working in the field have learned a lesson from 
this hostile literature which has gone everywhere. 

5. The Findings wisely, and in spite of a disposition on 
the part of some to lower standards, emphasize the traditional 
conviction of our Missions on the subject of the mastery of 
the language. The shorter terms of service, the long fur- 
loughs, the increased familiarity of Chinese and Japanese 
with English, and the ability to do some work without the ver- 
nacular combine against the stiff and persistent application 
of some missionaries to language study. Once again all that 
is necessary is to reverse the conditions and to think of the 
disability of a foreign preacher or teacher who came to 
America and who had no use or a very imperfect use of 
English. 

In the matter of health the Board’s Medical Secretary and 
the medical missionaries on the field are doing all that they 
ean do to safeguard the physical well-being of missionaries. 
The great difficulties today are not so much physical as mental. 
At the Medical Missionary Conference in Baltimore in 1925 
Dr. Andrew Woods of Peking gave a list of the causes of 
trouble which often lead to breakdown and discontinuance 
of service. He suggested excessive introspectiveness, touchi- 
ness, shut-in-ness, egotism, amour propre, bookishness, self- 
distrust, theoreticalness, doctrinaireness, balancing of pros 
and cons, defective endurance, dread of pain, impatience—all 
psychological. It is good to set over against these enemies 
of missionary health and efficiency the characteristic good 
sense, humor, tenacity, unselfishness and loving kindness. of 
the missionary body, and to contrast the short and surrendered 
ministries with the life long fruitfulness of the noble company 
Whose names are known on earth and whose names are written 
in gold on high. Of scores of whom one might speak, I will 
mention only one. This is the inscription on the stone near 
to the entrance to the Weihsien Compound near the EH 
church which Robert Mateer served and loved: 




















“his stone is erected by Chinese friends in loying memory of Robert 
McCheyne Mateer, D.D., who was born in Pennsylvania, U. S. A., Reb- 
ruary 8, 1853, and died at Weihsien, September 5, 1921. 

“It was through his heroic self-sacrifice and persistent efforts -undy 
mest discouraging circumstances that the Weihsien Station was estab- 
lished in 1883. Filled with love for Christ, Mighty in Faith, Tireless 
in zeal, Broad in vision. 

“Gourageous, Generous, Resourceful, Forgetful of self, he lived to see 
the fruits of forty years’ labor in the organization of over thirty 
churches, in the establishment of Boys’ and Girls’ schools of all grades, 
Bible schools for both men and women, the Station Cooperation Com- 
mittee, the Mateer Memorial Institute at Tenghsien and the Cities 
Evangelization project.” 
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“Weary are we of empty creeds, 

Of deafening calls to fruitless deeds; 
Weary of priests who cannot pray, 

Of guides who show no man the way: 

Weary of rites wise men condemn, 

Of worship linked with list and shame; 
Weary of Custom, blind, enthroned, 

Of conscience trampled, God disowned; 
Weary of men in sections cleft, 

Hindu life of love bereft; 

Woman debased no more a queen 

Nor lmowing what she once hath been; 

Weary of babbling about birth, 

And of the mockery men call mirth; 

Weary of life not understood, 

A battle, not a brotherhood; 

Weary of Kali Yuga years, 

Frighted with chaos, darkness, fears; 
Life is an ill, the sea of births is wide, 
And we are weary; who shall be our guide?" 


BULLETIN NO. 10. 
The following cable was received yesterday -- certain of the words have not yet 
been decoded: REFERRING MINUTES TABRIZ COMMITTES DECEMBER 22 PADDOOK STATES 
REPARATIONS DATA COVERED IN MINUTES AND ACCOMPANYING REPORTS RABRIZ RELIEF COM- 
MITTER DURING PERIOD TURKEY PERSIA DEPREDATIONS. ARRANGE HAVE COPIED FULLY 
IMMEDIATELY WITH DATA VOCATIONS AND ALL SUPPORTING DETAILS AND SINT BY HAND OF 
SPEER OR OTHER SAFE METHOD. CABLE HOW SOON CAN YOU SEND -~-- THIS. PADDOCK 


FURTHER STATES. LORB REPARATIONS DATA IY --~-~ TABRIZ CONSULATE NOW AT ---- 
TEHERAN. SUGGEST YOU TRY TO ARRANGE TO SEARCH RECORDS PROBABLE INFORMATION. 
FOI OOO HORII IA VICKREY . 


Oorrestion: There will be a conference of missionaries at the Central Compound 
this (Saturday) afternoon at or soon after 4 PeM. to last until 6. 
SRK Seok a ie af 3K fe i a of» aie a oaks sie ue ok oie 
Monday: 9 = 12 Conference with missionaries (probably st Girls School in 
order to connect with the next appointment). 
12 Noon, Dvr Speer dining with Mr Bristow. 
9:30 Dr Speer calling with Dr Vanneman on two Mosloema. 
5 =- 6 Pe&Me Receiving Aruenian Bishop at the Gifford Home. 
Dinner with Fakhralataba', to which ail the men of the Mission are 
invited. 
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